
Wait No More!
No longer will you need to identify native plants by their scientific 
names. The new book Wildflowers and Important Native Plants of the 
Inland Empire will help you identify plants by the color and size of their 
flowers. The book provides easy to use features:

• Full color photos of each unique plant 
• Park locations for seeking wildflowers
• A comprehensive glossary and drawings to help with unfamiliar 

terms.

This book has more than 80 species descriptions covering the plants 
you’re most likely to see in southern California’s inland valleys and 
foothills of western San Bernardino and Riverside Counties. Plant 
descriptions include information about Native American, landscape, 
and wildlife uses of plants. Chapters include information about 
dangerous plants, plant communities, and plant conservation.

This beautiful, fully illustrated book was written by naturalist Barbara 
Iyer, with photos donated by daughter Jennifer Iyer. You may remember Barbara from her wildflower hikes 
and programs at the Rubidoux Nature Center and other wildland parks. You can purchase the book at 
RCRCD by completing a form at: https://www.rcrcd.org/wildflowers-and-important-plants-of-the-inland-
empire .

Wildflowers and Important Native Plants of the Inland Empire is second in a series to help IE residents 
appreciate the important native species of our inland ecosystems. The first book, Backyards Birds of the 
Inland Empire by Sheila Kee, was last published in 2010. The author and RCRCD are currently revising 
that second edition. We are seeking donations for the use of digital photos to replace the originals. As 

technology has changed dramatically, we would like to bring improved photo 
quality for the third edition. Photo credits will be given.  

NOTE: RCRCD sells the book at-cost to recoup expenditures from its production. 
In an effort to keep book costs down and reach as many people as possible, we 
ask for the use of photos to be donated. If you would like to help replace the old 
photos, please submit your high resolution image labeled with bird name from the 
book to IEBackyardBirds@gmail.com.

Find facebook fan pages for these books:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/276411019369793 and  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199762318119825 .  
Also visit our website at: https://www.rcrcd.org/ .

RCRCD provides resource management assistance to private and public landusers and conducts land 
treatment, education, and volunteer programs to steward natural resources. The District promotes 
the sustainable use of natural resources for each landuse, including native habitats, urban/suburban 
areas, and agriculture. RCRCD works to foster community conservation efforts and empower southern 
Californians to practice natural resource stewardship at home, at work, and in the community.
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RCRCD has been honored with two EPIC Awards from CAPIO, 
the California Association of Public Information Officers.

Environmental Learning Resources 
The “ELR” guide was developed to help people find local sites and programs 
about natural resources, agriculture, and environmental topics. The 32-
page booklet includes a directory of environmental and agricultural learning 
sites and programs for San Bernardino and Riverside counties. The “Guide” 
provides information about programs for all ages: from early childhood 
through adult, as well as professional training opportunities. The free ELR 
may help you plan outings and access free materials. 

The center pages (pages 16-19) include county maps that designate 
locations of the educational sites. An interactive map can be found at:  
https://arcg.is/1eOzPe  .

The Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District developed the Environmental Learning Resources 
guide for the Environmental Education Collaborative (EEC) of San Bernardino and Riverside counties, which 
includes non-formal and formal educators. The EEC is a grassroots collaborative that works to elevate 
environmental education to a new level of importance and urgency. EEC’s mission is to create a sustainable 
future through environmental learning experiences for all: https://www.enviroedcollaborative.com/ .

Since there was no funding for this project, the Guide could not have been printed if it weren’t for many 
partners and EEC leaders who helped fundraise through a sponsorship program. For this reason, the 
statewide EPIC award is in the “Dollar Stretcher” category. Sponsor “ads” can be seen throughout the 

document at https://rcrcd.specialdistrict.org/files/451a832b1/
EnvironmentalLearningResources.pdf . 

RCRCD would like to thank all those volunteers and 
organizations that helped create and fund this first-of-its kind 
publication.

If you would like a copy of the ELR mailed to you,  
please send your name and address to snyder@rcrcd.org, 
or leave a message at (951) 683-7691, Ext. 207. From left, Mary Borobia Walls, Diana Ruiz (project 

coordinator), and Jen Futterman shared the 
publication at the World Environment Day.
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Pollinator Fest Award!
RCRCD has been recognized by CAPIO for a “Special Event”: the 
Riverside Pollinator Festival and Habitat Planting, which was part of a 
city-wide initiative to help save the Monarch butterfly population and other 
pollinators. This event was truly a community collaborative that would not 
have been accomplished without many volunteers and partnering groups, 
especially the Riverside Neighborhood Partnership, Community Garden 
Council, and Mayor’s Office. 

The Pollinator Festival was free, fun, and educational with informative 
booths, craft activities, nature walks, demonstrations, games, and citizen 
science activities.  

In conjunction with the Pollinator Festival, the local chapter of the 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) conducted a native plant sale. 
Combined attendance surpassed 400 people that day. The following 
Saturday, a pollinator habitat planting at Ryan Bonaminio Park was 
coordinated by the Rivers and Lands Conservancy. Thanks are due 
to the City’s Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department 
staff for site prep. More than 30 volunteers planted 1,240 plants 
donated by the Xerces Society. Additional plant materials were funded 
by the CNPS, Friends of Riverside’s Hills, and RCRCD and were later 
planted by even more volunteers. A BIG thank you goes out to the 60+ 
volunteers who supported this collaborative project. 

Like the award on the prior page, this event was conducted on a shoe-
string budget. In total, 18 organizations partnered. We also appreciate 
the help from the Inland Urban Forest Council, UCR Botanic 
Gardens, Riverside Food Systems Alliance, Riverside Food Co-op, 

Environmental Education Collaborative, UCCE Master Gardeners, Bee Rooted, UCR Entomology Museum, 
Southwest Resource Management Association, Greater Riverside Environmental Engagement Network 
(GREEN), and the California Conservation Corps (CCC). Many thanks to the Mayor, staff, and City Council 
for supporting the Mayor’s Monarch Challenge through National Wildlife Federation. 

Planning committee (from left): Nick Melquiades, Roxanne Robbins, Janine 
Alamanzor, Jane Burkheimer, Kirstyn Kay, Bonnie Werner, Erin Snyder, Scott 
Andrews, Michele Felix-Derbarmdiker, Janice Binam, Cindy Peterson, Elijah Hall, 
and Christine Lampe
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Based on current public health concerns, RCRCD’s two educational sites, the 
LandUse Learning Center and Sycamore Creek Interpretive Center remain closed. 
Please check our website for re-opening dates before planning your next visit. 
Watch virtual tour videos that are periodically posted on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/RCRCD

Are you interested in local foods 
and ag?
RCRCD is a partner with the Riverside 
Food Systems Alliance (RFSA), and we 
invite you to join us.
Sign up for their newsletter: https://rfsa.
dm.networkforgood.com/forms/mailing-list
View current newsletter: https://
riversidefood.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/rfsa-newsletter-
summer-2020.pdf 
Find out where to buy local food products 
in the Fresh and Local food and ag guide: 
https://riversidefood.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/02/2019-fresh-local-guide-
web.pdf

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Project WET: Water Education for Teachers and Home Educators
August 29, 9 am - 3 pm. Free curriculum, new online learning opportunities. For more 
information or to register, contact Erin Snyder at (951) 683-7691 x207, or Snyder@
RCRCD.org. Please register by August 22, 2020.

Tree Care for Birds and Wildlife Zoom Webinar 
Sessions begin August 12. Online workshops cover Wildlife Best Management 
Practices. More information and registration: https://wcisa.net/meeting/5869


